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Title of Session: World Society, Multiple Modernities and Civilizational Analysis: 
World-centers, World-peripheries and Beyond - Historical-sociological and Comparative-
civilizational Perspectives     
Name of Session Convener(s): :  Willfried Spohn and Matthias Koenig     
University/Organization incl. City:   Free University of Berlin/University of 
Göttingen     
Chair: Willfried Spohn, Free University of Berlin 
 
I) Title of Selected Paper:   Multiple Modernities and World-society: Connecting Two Levels of 
Structure Formation     
Name/s of Author/s:   Thomas Kern     
University/Organization incl. City:   German Institute of Global and Area Studies, 
Hamburg     
 
 
II) Title of Selected Paper:   Contextualizing Exceptionality: Modernity and Capitalism in Johann 
Arnason's Social Theory of Japan       
Name/s of Author/s:   Jeremy Smith     
University/Organization incl. City:   University of Ballarat     
 
 
III) Title of Selected Paper:   Between Unity and Diversity: Theorizing Polymorphous 
Modernity     
Name/s of Author/s:   Glenda Ballantyne     
University/Organization incl. City:   Swinburne University    
 
 
IV) Title of Selected Paper:   The Divergence of Modern Trajectories and the Inevitability of Their 
Criticism, or What Has Become of Modernization Theory?      
Name/s of Author/s:   Andreas Langenohl     
University/Organization incl. City:   University of Constance    
 
 
V) Title of Selected Paper:   World Society, Modern Society, and the Convergence/Divergence 
Dichotomy     
Name/s of Author/s:   Volker Schmidt     
University/Organization incl. City:   University of Singapore     


