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ABOUT MARGARET LEVI

Margaret Levi is Sara Miller McCune Director of the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral
Sciences (CASBS) and Professor of Political Science, Stanford University. She earned her BA from
Bryn Mawr College and PhD from Harvard University. She is a Fellow of the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences, the American Academy of Political and Social Sciences, the American Philosophical
Society, and the National Academy of Sciences. In 2002, she was a John Simon Guggenheim Fellow.
She served as President of the American Political Science Association from 2004-05. Her books include
the sole-authored Of Rule and Revenue and Consent, Dissent, and Patriotism and the co-authored
Analytic Narratives; Cooperation without Trust?; In the Interest of Others; and Labor Standards in
International Supply Chains. She is general co-editor of the Annual Review of Political Science and
an editor of Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics. Levi is the 2019 recipient of the Johan Skytte
Prize.

ABSTRACT

Investigations across history and countries reveal that the more trustworthy the government, the more
likely it is to evoke observation of its laws and acquiescence to policies. Less clear is the link between
perceptions that government is trustworthy and beliefs that it is legitimate, at least in countries claim-
ing or trying to be democratic. Trustworthiness is, at best, a necessary but not sufficient condition for
legitimating beliefs.



