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abstract

For the past twenty years research on civil wars has experienced a remarkable boom, as evidenced by 
the quantity and quality of publications on this and related questions.  At the same time, there is a 
considerable lack of consensus about what we really know, as well as significant ambiguity about what 
we have learned so far.  I review the emergence of this research program, its main contributions, and its 
biggest blind spots. I also explore how what we have learned until now can help us imagine what the 
future holds in stock about violent human conflict.


