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ABOUT STATHIS N. KALYVAS

Stathis N. Kalyvas is Gladstone Professor of Government and a Fellow of All Souls College at the Uni-
versity of Oxford. Previously, he was Arnold Wolfers Professor of Political Science at Yale University,
where he also directed the Program on Order, Conflict, and Violence and co-directed the Hellenic
Studies Program.

Kalyvas obtained his BA from the University of Athens (1986) and his M.A. and Ph.D. from
the University of Chicago (1993), all in political science. Before joining Oxford in 2018, he taught at
Ohio State University (1993-94), New York University (1994-2000), University of Chicago (2000-
03), and Yale University (2003-17). He has held visiting professorships and fellowships at the Uni-
versity of Oxford, University of Sao Paulo, Lingnan University of Hong Kong, Northwestern Uni-
versity, Columbia University, Universitit Witten/Herdecke, the Juan March Institute, Madrid, the
Max-Planck-Institut, Bonn, and the European University Institute, Florence.

He is the author of The Rise of Christian Democracy in Europe (Cornell University Press, 1996),
The Logic of Violence in Civil War (Cambridge University Press, 2006), Modern Greece: What Everyone
Needs to Know (Oxford University Press, 2015), the co-editor of Order, Conflict, and Violence (Cam-
bridge University Press, 2008), and the author of over fifty scholarly articles in five languages, as well
as several books in Greek. His current research focuses on global trends in civil conflict and political
violence with an additional interest in European politics and the history and politics of Greece.

Kalyvas’ work has received several awards, including the Woodrow Wilson Award for best
book on government, politics, or international affairs, the Luebbert Award for best book in compara-
tive politics, the Luebbert Award for the best article in comparative politics (three times), the Euro-
pean Academy of Sociology Book Prize, and the J. David Greenstone Book Prize for best book in
politics and history. His research has been supported by the Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation,
the United States Institute of Peace, the Folke Bernadotte Academy, the UK’s Department for Inter-
national Development, the Alexander S. Onassis Foundation, and the Stavros Niarchos Foundation.
He was a John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation Fellow in 2007. In 2008, he was elected
member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.

ABSTRACT

For the past twenty years research on civil wars has experienced a remarkable boom, as evidenced by
the quantity and quality of publications on this and related questions. At the same time, there is a
considerable lack of consensus about what we really know, as well as significant ambiguity about what
we have learned so far. I review the emergence of this research program, its main contributions, and its
biggest blind spots. I also explore how what we have learned until now can help us imagine what the
future holds in stock about violent human conflict.



