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 Over the years, Johan Heilbron has kept an affiliation with scas and was in the years 2006-
2009 a member of an eu-funded project on transnational collaboration in the social sciences and 
humanities (Global ssh, coordinated by Björn Wittrock). In 2014, Johan Heilbron was awarded the 
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abstract

Books, movies, television programmes and other cultural goods increasingly cross national and linguis-
tic borders. Transnational cultural exchange has in many areas acquired a global dimension, warranting 
the recognition of cultural globalization and the formation of global cultural fields. In my presentation 
I will consider the surprisingly varied ways in which national cultures are embedded in these emerging 
global structures. The significance of foreign cultural goods, for example, ranges from relatively low 
levels in certain countries to very high ones in others. How can we account for such differences? Can 
we identify general principles that can account for the asymmetries of transnational cultural exchanges 
and their outcomes on the global level?


