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abstract  

On September 10, 1952 the German-Israeli Agreement on restitution and indemnification was signed 
in the town-hall of the city of Luxembourg. The event is generally perceived as the foundational event 
of post-45 German-Jewish-Israeli relations. Yet, the presentation doesn’t intend to tell the extensively 
researched story of the so called “Wiedergutmachung”, but to interpret a diplomatically choreographed 
occasion which lasted just about thirteen minutes, and this by using the modes of thick historical-
anthropological description. In this respect the presentation probes a new approach in the domain of 
diplomatic history beyond politics proper. The subject is composed of questions of belonging, origin, 
language, memory and emotions at the backdrop of crimes against humanity committed against the 
Jewish people. Last but not least does the narrated event points at a deeper conceptual intention which 
might be recognized as belonging to the complex domain of political theology.
 
 
                 


