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abstract  

Martin Luther refers to the book of Esther and its Jewish figures in all kinds of his writings.  In the 
early stage of his career as reformer, Luther showed a respectful attitude towards the book and its Jew-
ish figures.  However, later on he turned his position up-side-down, and severely criticized the very 
existence of the book.  These contradictory views of Luther are examined here against the background 
of his general attitude towards Jews and Judaism in the last four decades of his life and career; that is, 
tolerant and friendly in the early stage, but xenophobic and antrophobic later on.  Most likely, these 
two themes run together, side by side, in Luther’s life as protestant reformer: Luther’s early sympathy 
and later hostility to the book of Esther (and 2 Maccabees) is part of and parallel to his early friendly 
and later anti-Judaic polemics.  In the following periods, Luther’s negative approach towards the book 
of Esther had enormous influence on theologians, commentators and other scholars, almost in all over 
the Christian world, and even beyond it, in fact until today.  
 Apparently, Luther’s Judeophobia stems from a combination of deep subjective disappoint-
ment from Jews’ refusal to be converted, intense traditional Christian anti-Jewish theology, and 
perhaps also from some irrational fears of Jewish mythical power.  Luther’s racist and anti-Semitic 
manifestos, labels, and accusations were influential during generations.  They became a fundamental 
cultural basis for the ideology and propaganda of the Nazism, and escalated and fully implemented 
before and during the Second World War. 

               


